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NOTES 



THE Metropolitan Museum of 
Art Employees' Association. 
— The association of the employ- 
ees of the Museum has recently 
received the seal of approval of the Trus- 
tees of the Museum. 

The Association, which was formed last 
year, has the following objects, as set forth 
in the Constitution: to promote a spirit 
of comradeship among all persons who 
are in the regular employment of the 
Museum; to offer aid to the families of 
deceased or disabled employees, and to 
provide a benefit fund for those who are 
retired from the service of the Museum 
for old age or disability after long and 
faithful performance of their duties. 
Membership, as may be inferred from the 
name, embraces all persons who are now, 
or shall hereafter become employees in 
regular service. 

The membership entails an entrance 
fee of one dollar and dues of twenty-five 
cents a month. Upon the death of a mem- 
ber, the Trustees of the Association au- 
thorize the payment of one hundred dol- 
lars to the heirs and assigns. 

The action of the Trustees of the Mu- 
seum, above referred to, provides that 
any member of the Employees' Associa- 
tion who has been honorably retired from 
the employment of the Museum after a 
service of twenty years, shall receive the 
same amount as that received from the 
Association, namely, one hundred dollars, 
and that upon the death of any employee 
who has been in the service of the Museum 
for three years or more, one hundred dol- 
lars shall be paid to his or her personal 
representative. 

Collection of Arms and Armor.— 
The gallery of Japanese armor is under- 
going a process of remodeling: the color 
of the background of the cases is to be 
changed: and there will be inserted ac- 
quisitions from the Bishop and other 



sales as well as objects lately lent. An 
account of the rearrangement will be 
given in the next number of the Bulletin. 

The room of European armor is also to 
be materially developed. A doorway 
will be opened from it into the new North 
wing and a series of cases will be placed in 
the middle of the room to contain the 
more important pieces of the collection, 
such as embossed half-armors, ivory sad- 
dles, inlaid firearms, which should be 
veiwed from all points. The distinctly 
oriental pieces, which hitherto have been 
placed side by side with the European 
arms, will be removed and placed in cases 
which will form a line beginning with the 
door of the armor room to the gallery of 
Japanese armor. The Ellis collection of 
(mainly) European arms, formerly in 
Room 28, will be installed in the cases on 
the East wall of the armor room. 

The Collection of Arms and Armor 
has recently added two swords of 
types hitherto lacking in its collection. 
The first of these dates from the thirteenth 
century and has the handle and straight 
transverse guard characteristic of the 
century. The pummel is somewhat ovoi- 
dal, its long axis parallel to the guard. 
Like every other known sword of this 
period, the handle (fusee) has been lost, 
although in other regards this object has 
suffered little from having long been 
buried. The second specimen, also of a 
rare type, belongs to the class of lands- 
knechl swords. It is the irregularly out- 
lined pummel and the original fusee of 
boxwood. It comes from the well-known 
Theel collection, formerly in Vienna. 

The Library. — The additions to the 
Library during the past month were 203 
volumes, as follows: 

By purchase 192 volumes 

By presentation ....11 volumes 

The names of the donors are: 
Boston Art Club; Boston Museum of Fine 
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Arts; Bristol Museum and Art Gallery, 
Bristol, England; Buffalo Fine Arts Acad- 
emy, Albright Gallery; Castle Museum, 
Norwich, England; Mr. Paul Chevallier; 
Detroit Publishing Company; Dr. Francis 
E. Doughty (through Miss Swords); 
Mr. A. Durel; Fairmount Park Art Asso- 
ciation; Mr. George A. Hearn; Mr. George 
Leland Hunter; Mr. F. Lair-Dubrenil; 
Messrs. F. Muller & Co.; Musees Royaux 
des Arts decoratifs et industries, Brux- 
elles; Pennsylvania Museum and School 
of Industrial Art; Mr. David C. Preyer; 
Miss G. M. A. Richter; Royal Canadian 
Academy of Arts, Montreal, Canada; 
Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D. C; 
Superintendent of Immigration, Ottawa, 
Canada. 

The attendance during the past month 
was 226. 

The Librarian would be glad to receive, 
as gifts or as offers for sale, any of the 
following: 

Catalogues of exhibitions of American 
Art; Catalogues of private collections in 
America; Catalogues of sales of paintings 
and objects of art, held in America; 
Catalogues of expositions held in America; 
Works relating to art in America, and 
American periodicals of art. 

Membership. — At a meeting of the 
Board of Trustees held Monday, April 15, 
the following members were elected: Fel- 
low in Perpetuity, Samuel J. Blooming- 
dale; Sustaining member, Mrs. Henry 
Kirke Porter. 

International Kindergarten Union. 
— One of the sessions of the annual meet- 
ing of this association will be held in the 
Museum on the evening of Friday, May 2, 
1907. 



Pay Days at the Museum. — That the 
Muse of Poetry, as well as Apollo, is some- 
times moved to efforts in the interest of 
the Museum, is shown by the following 
helpful lines, for the early publication of 
which we are indebted to Life. 

Helps to Memory 

The biggest policeman within Central Park 

Looked down — oh, far down — upon me; 
" No, 'tis not to-day ye'll be havin' to pay 

To see the Museum," quoth he. 
Then added, amidst an Hibernian smile, 

" Wait now, till I tell ye more yit; 
An' if ye remimber the way that it goes, 

I warrant ye'll niver forgit." 
(So he chanted this rune, which I took as a 
boon, 

For through all of life's dull days or gay days 
I shall always recall his much-emphasized 
drawl) ; 

" Wash-days an' fish-days is pay-days!" 

He stated: " They ask me from marrnin' till 
noight — 

Decimber the same as in May, 
On Choosdays an' Sundays an' Froidays an' 
Mondays — 

Which days they're expicted to pay. 
They ayther starrt in, without havin' a cint, 

An' mad whin they arren't allowed; 
Or else they're His Nobs an' as rich as the Mint, 

In a huff at the non-payin' crowd!" 
He repeated his phrase with a hypnotic gaze; 

And forever, on work-days or play-days, 
When approaching the stile I exclaim with a 
smile: 

" Wash-days an' fish-days is pay-day s\ " 

L' Envoi. 

Therefore, princes, or paupers, who patronize 
art, 
In the course of your golden or gray days, 
Would you spend ? Would you save ? Learn 
the saying by heart; 
" Wash-days an' fish-days is pay-daysl" 

Life. 
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